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MARGARET LINLEY

THE eyes of the world
are firmly on Geelong
with the launch of a
brand new manufactur-
ing industry yesterday,
boosted with a State
Government grant of
$500,000.

Higher Education and
Skills Minister Peter
Hall launched the Gee-
long Future Industry
Project, which will use
innovative technology in
nanofibre manufactur-
ing in a three-way col-
laboration between
local biotechnology
company Cytomatrix,
Deakin University and
North Geelong-based
engineering firm
Austeng.

Mr Hall said the proj-
ect was a “great example
of how Geelong can
build on its existing
strengths to create new
industry opportunities”.

The aim of the project
is to create a new, sig-
nificant and sustainable
nano-manufacturing
capability in the region,
and to build new skills to
support the emerging
and growing industry.

Cytomatrix CEO
Mark Kirkland said the
technology had a vast
range of possible appli-
cations and would, in
time, transform the way
leukaemia was treated,
create artificial skin to
help in wound recovery
and be used to filter air
and water. :

He expected Geelong
would be ready to manu-
facture the short nano-
fibres by the beginning
of 2015.

“There are all sorts of
exciting applications for
nanofibres, a huge num-
ber of them, but central
to all of them is the
ability to manufacture
them in a reliable way in
high volume,” Professor
Kirkland said.

“The short nanofibre
technology is truly world
leading and has enor-
mous potential,

“At the centre of
nanotechnology is a
nanofibre machine in-
vented by Deakin, built
by Austeng and used by
Cytomatrix,

“We don’t want to sell
the machine, we want to
sell the fibres.”

The emerging indus-
try will involve students
from Deakin University
in the Cytomatrix pro-
ject and Austeng would
engage vocational train-
ing students from The
Gordon and engineering
students from Deakin.

Deakin University
vice-chancellor Jane
den Hollander said the

- collaboration reflected

the role played by edu-
cational institutions in
equipping the region
with the skills required
for new industry.

Austeng’s Ross
George said it had been
an ‘‘absolute treat”
working collaboratively.

“And now it’s really
encouraging to see the
government is sharing
the vision and putting
some real money on the
table to get real out-
comes here,

“This is going to be a
ripper.”
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